 (Br3r Ophthalmol 1992; 76: 499-501) 
Figure I Right optic fundus 3 months prior to death. The optic disc is oedematous with surrounding retinal haemorrhages and patches of retinal oedema. (Fig 1) . The retinal vessels in the right eye were sheathed. There was no view of the left fundus due to the lens opacity. Anterior uveitis was minimal in both eyes. Intraocular pressures were normal throughout the course ofthe disease. Immunosuppressive treatment at the time of death was high dose systemic prednisolone, azathioprine, and cyclophosphamide.
Materials and methods Consent was obtained for full postmortem examination including examination of the eyes. Both eyes were removed, the right globe was fixed in 4% glutaraldehyde and the left globe was frozen in OCT (Shandon, Runcorn). Horizontal sections, through the pupil and optic nerve, of both globes were cut at 6 [tm thickness.
Initial staining was carried out using haematoxylin and eosin. Sections of the frozen (left) eye were stained immunohistochemically using the avidin-biotin-complex (ABC) method (Vector, Peterborough). Briefly, slides were fixed in acetone, endogenous peroxidase activity quenched and blocked using normal serum. Primary monoclonal antibodies (Table 1) were applied for 30 minutes at appropriate concentration, biotinylated secondary antibody and ABC complex were subsequently applied following washing in phosphate-buffered saline. 
